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Reagan OK'd talks
to keep door open
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WASHINGTON — Backed by
most of his advisers, Pmlden:_ Rea-
gan agreed to a Soviet request for an
urgent arms control meeting this
month because refusal might
have harmed preparations for a
summit and granted Moscow a need-
less p da advantage, admin-
istration officials said yesterday.

These officials said they thought
Mr. Reagan'’s positive reply had kept
the way apen for — but didn't guar-
antee — a meeting in Washington
later this year between Mr. R
and Mikhatl S. Gorbachev, the Sovi-
et leader,

Though the Soviets still haven't
accepted a date for the summit, U.S.
officials appeared unusually satis-
fled with current prospects.

President Reagan told GOP con-
gressional leaders yesterday that he
was confident of recetving Mr. Gor-
bachev in the White House this year
as promised. Other well-placed ad-
ministration offictals have been say-
ing the same

The president informed the Sovi-
ets Monday that he would send rep-
resentatives to a special meeting of
the Standing Consultative Commit-
tee, a panel of Soviet and American
experts formed in 1972 to monitor
adherence to arms control treaties.

The SCC usually meets twice a
year in Geneva, Switzerland, and its

next regular meeting,-was, set . for
September. - A

But after President Reagan an-
nounced his decision May 27 to re-
pudiate the SALT II treaty limi
strategic weapons, the Soviets ask
for a special session this month to
discuss U.S. intentions.

The Soviet request revived a
long-running debate within the ad-
ministration. Most senjor advisers,
including those at the State Depart-
ment, were described by officials as
favoring a positive response: left in
the minority were some top civilians
in the Defense t.

Those urging acceptance con-
tended that the United States had
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Nothing to gain by refusing. Rejec-
tion, they said, would contradict re-
cent tentative signs of improvement
in Soviet-American relations and de-
ter preparations for a summit to
which the president is committed.
They also said that the United
StatacouldusemeSOCasafomm
— as it has done In the past — to
ratse issues of Soviet non-compli-
ance with arms control treaties,
Finally, they argued that U.S. re-
fusal would make the United States
an automatic loser in what some
Specialists have called “the politics of
onus” — gh blame on the ad-

versary for threatening international
peace.

the Soviet request was taken with-

out a formal session of the Senior
Arms Con
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and

Administration officials said the
Defense Department was unhappy
with the lack of Plenary meetings of
the Senfor Arms Control Group,
Wwhere Defense representatives have
promoted their views effectively in

the past.
In the meantime, the administra-
tion is p; another arms con-

trol decision that senior officials say
will have much more effect on the
course of Soviet-American relations
than the U.S. agreement to meet the
Russians in Geneva this month.

Expected to be ready in coming
days is President Reagan's reply to
Mr. Gorbachev's letter last month
offering an interim agreement span-
ning offensive nuclear weapons and
strategic defenses.

According to the Soviets, Mr. Gor-
bachev's proposal includes a mutual
commitment to honor the 1972 trea-
ty on missile defenses for at least
another 15 years, to restrict re-
search on advanced strategic de-
fenses to laboratory experiments
and to reduce offensive nuclear
weapons.

Soviet spokesmen have said that
a summit in Washington this year

arms Control Group, which includes
rcgrescntatlves from %e EE E&
Chiefs of

depends on a conducive political at-
mosphere and prospects for agree-
ment in at least one area of arms
control.

When Mr. Reagan and Mr. Gor-
bachev met in Geneva last Novem-

T. they announced follow-up sum-
mits {n Washington this year and in
Moscow in 1987,
ba ti\‘sdmlnlstmtlon officials said that

c preparations for a Wash-
lngtontasgufnnut have been under way
€ven without a firm date.

The most visible prelude to a
Summit would be a meeting between
Secretary of State George P. Shultz
and Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard
A. Shevardnadze, which U.S. offi-
gi;ls expect to take place in Septem-

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/01/20 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000200860006-3



